BACKGROUND
The national unemployment rate was 5.0% in December 2007, and was 9.5% in June 2009 at the end of the recession.
US home foreclosures filings hit a record high.
The economic recession had different impacts across different races and ethnic groups.
• Inflation-adjusted median wealth
• Latino households (66% reduction )
• African American households (53% reduction ) • white households (16% reduction )
The Great Recession was significantly associated with a lower incidence of health care utilization.
It also slowed health care spending to historical low growth. Hypothesis: the economic recession may relate to a relatively substantial reduction of health spending at the lower end of the distribution.
OBJECTIVE
To examine racial/ethnic disparities in health expenditure adjustments along the expenditure distribution.
Hypothesis: while the magnitude of health expenditure variation will differ across racial/ethnic groups, more variability will be observed in the lower end of the health expenditure distribution. 

Results
The Great Recession was associated with significant drops in health care expenditures, particularly at the lower end of its distribution (primary care).
No significant relationship between the recession and health expenditures at higher distributions of health care spending (intensive medical interventions).
Inexpensive primary care spending DOWN Expensive medical care spending UP
Significant Racial and Ethnic Disparities
 Racial and ethnic disparities were more substantial at the lower end.
 Disparities persisted during the recession. 
Policy Implication
The importance of providing costeffectiveness treatments during economic crisis Primary care Preventive care Prescription drug use
Value of the Affordable Care Act 
